
SENIOR CONNECT
SEPTEMBER 2023

 Senior Connect is a convenient and easy way to stay informed
about what's happening in Lawrence Township. 

Our goal is to connect people in our community. If you know a
senior in Lawrence Township that would like the newsletter,

print it out for them and deliver it with a friendly smile! Black-
and-white copies are available in the Municipal Building.

Hello Everyone!



Greetings from the Executive Director
 Office on Aging/Senior Center

Hello Everyone:
      This issue of the Senior Connect was completed in collaboration with the
newest staff member of the Office on Aging/Senior Center, Natasha Pacera
(Recreation Leader). Natasha will continue the tradition of bringing you relevant
Township and Senior Center news and updates and taking the lead in planning
future activities and programs. 

      Within the Department of Recreation, the Senior Center is a focal point of
senior activities, events, and programs. September marks the 32nd Anniversary of
the Senior Center – and we will celebrate this milestone on September 14, 2023,
with refreshments and live music. 

       Activities and programs at the Senior Center are designed for adults 60 years
and older to promote socialization, recreation, education, health, and wellness.
After a brief “summer break,” we are resuming several of our programs, including
Tai Chi, Yoga, Choraleers, Walking with Ease, People and Stories, Hula Dancing,
and many more. The Senior Center also hosts the Mercer County Nutrition
Program, which provides an (almost) daily lunch option to our senior participants. 

       Feel free to stop by the Senior Center, located at 30 East Darrah Lane,
adjacent to the County Library. We would love to meet you and help link you to
the programs and services designed to keep you active and engaged. The
Lawrence Township Office on Aging - Senior Center has a long-standing tradition
of supporting and honoring our communities’ older adults. We are here to serve
you! 
 
      Enjoy September’s Senior Connect, and feel free to “connect” with us by visiting
or calling us at 609-844-7048. 
                                                                                      Warm Regards, 
                                                                                      Lillian LaSalle, Executive Director,           
                                                                                      Office on Aging/Senior Center 



     For those of you with more than a passing interest in the issues being
addressed by your local government, you may have come across the term
“redevelopment.” It is most often in addressing areas within the town that are
distressed or failing and require some form of rehabilitation or repurposing.
Again, this is one of those subject matters that entire books (and laws) are
written to describe and explain, but I thought it a good idea to provide you with
a basic understanding and a good starting point should you want to explore it
more thoroughly. Here it goes….

     The type of redevelopment in this article involves private property owners
and developers (known as “redevelopers”) entering into an agreement and
working with local government under a set of laws known as the “Local
Redevelopment and Housing Law” (under N.J.S.A. 40A:12A-1 et seq) to redevelop
or rehabilitate an area in need of redevelopment.[1]   
     The best way I can explain this topic is to provide you with a real-life example
of an area within our community that is in the latter stages of redevelopment
under the law, 40 Enterprise Avenue (a commercial property situated in the
southern portion of the town that borders Hamilton and Trenton). 
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     For decades this property languished with a series of significantly deteriorated
buildings (some vacant and some occupied) that proved to be a severe fire
hazard and a dangerous situation for first responders frequently called to the
site for various reasons. Simply put, it was an eyesore of epic proportions and fell
well short of what we would want for our community, and, as a result, it was
something we needed to address in some significant way.

      Under the law, a “redeveloper” is defined as any person, firm, corporation, or
public body that enters into a contract with a municipality to develop or
rehabilitate an area in need.[2] To determine whether an area is “in need,” an
investigation is conducted by a qualified professional (i.e., Municipal Planner), a
properly noticed public hearing is held, and the governing body must determine
that one of the established criteria is met (under N.J.S.A. 40A:12A-5). 

      In the case of 40 Enterprise Avenue, the governing body found criteria (a) of
the statute had been met; the “generality of the buildings are substandard,
unsafe, unsanitary, dilapidated, or obsolete, or possess any such characteristics,
or are so lacking in light, air, or space as to be conducive to unwholesome living
or working conditions.[3]

     Notably, one of the seven criteria must be met for an area to be “in need of
redevelopment” under the law. It is not an easy burden to meet, and such
projects happen, if at all, only occasionally within a community. Additionally, if
the project is not one that the governing wants, a majority vote (3 of 5 members)
will end the process very early on.

     You may be wondering why the governing body gets involved in a private
issue involving private property owned by a private person or entity. The simple
answer is that without local government involvement, there is no financial
pathway for a land owner or developer to redevelop the property. As a result, the
property languishes and deteriorates…to the detriment of the community and,
most significantly, those residents and businesses nearer to the property. The
local government can work with and provide incentives to the redeveloper by
entering into agreements to reduce property taxes for a specified period of time.
[4]
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     Local government must address these problem areas, and the law gives the
municipality the responsibility for implementing the redevelopment plans and
projects. The result is that the local government has a significant say (and unique
opportunity) in the planning and details of the project to ensure that the
community's goals are met. 

      For 40 Enterprise Avenue, the project involved demolishing existing buildings
and structures, remediating existing environmental conditions, developing a
warehouse/distribution center, and related improvements that included parking,
stormwater management, lighting, and landscaping improvements.[5] The project
dramatically changes the character and property for the better, and its location is
warehouse appropriate. I know….. some of you will say, “We don’t need more
warehouses.” But the reality is that local government can’t force redevelopment
upon a person or entity. It requires an agreement of the parties (redeveloper and
local government) and always includes the incentive for realizing a profit for the
redeveloper. That is just how it is, and we must navigate the process within those
foundational elements for the greater good to our maximum benefit.

     In a community like ours that is essentially built out (i.e., a suburban
community with limited opportunities for the development of vacant land), the
redevelopment law is an essential tool for the local government to use to fight
blight, increase property values, and return languishing commercial properties to
the tax rolls. By doing so, the local government can also better maintain the type
and level of municipal services it provides to the community without turning
automatically to increasing taxes to accomplish that goal. 

-- Kevin Nerwinski,  Esq. - Municipal Manager/QPA
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Announcements / News

No Trash Collection

There will be no trash collection on September 4th. The make-up day
will be Saturday September 2nd. 

Municipal Offices will be Closed 

Lawrence Township Municipal Offices will be closed on September 4th
in observance of Labor Day. 

No Recycling Collection

No Recycling Collection in observance on September 4th. Make-up
collection day is Saturday, September 9th

3rd Quarter Taxes

2023 3rd quarter estimated tax bills are being mailed 8/2/2023.
Payment is due in the Tax Collector’s office by close of business day
(4:30pm) on September 5th 2023. After September 5th interest will be
charged back to the original statutory due date of August 1st per
N.J.S.A. 54:4-66.3



September 2023 - Monthly Yard Waste 

Zone 1 - September 5 - 8
Zone 2 - September 11 - 15
Zone 3 - September 18 - 22
Zone 4 - September 25 - 29



    Hey Lawrence Twp.!!  This week’s “Spotlight” is Officer Thomas Brophy (SR7).  Officer
Brophy is our newest SLEO (Special Law Enforcement Officer) class III officer.  Officer
Brophy will be joining the cadre of police officers who patrol our schools.  Officer Brophy,
along with officer George Henderson, will be patrolling our elementary schools.  Officer
Brophy is a retired police officer from Trenton.  While at Trenton PD, he was made a
Detective and worked in the Special Victims Unit, as he excels when it comes to helping
children.    
   Officer Brophy grew up in Lawrence and went through Lawrence Twp.’s school system,
graduating from LTHS in 1982.  He is still a resident in Lawrence Twp. and is also a
member of the Lawrenceville Fire Company and the Lawrence Twp. First Aid Squad.  
Officer Brophy is married, has 5 children and 6 grandchildren.  He enjoys spending time
on the beach (with his family) and working on vintage cars.  He actually restored a
convertible 1970 GTO, which you may seem him riding around town in!
    Officer Brophy was asked where he saw himself 10 years from now.  He said, “Sitting
on a lounge chair, watching my kids go to work.” With regards to other pastimes, he said
he is a NY Giants fan.  He has been a season ticket holder since 1976 (when Giants
Stadium was built)!  He has also been to the Super Bowl and revels when the Giants beat
the Patriots. Officer Brophy enjoys “any” type of Italian food and he is also a “Star Wars”
fan.  He said he has watched all of the “Star Wars” movies several times. 
    Officer Brophy said he is looking forward to working in the schools that he went to.  He
said, “I’m sure the hallways and the classrooms are going to be a little smaller than I
remember them!”  Well Officer Brophy, welcome aboard.  Were lucky to you have you on
our team.  May the Force be with you!  

Officer Spotlight





YOGA 
CLASS 

 

F riday’s – 

LAWRENCE 
TOWNSHIP 
SENIOR CENTER 

$24 Flat Fee 
8 -week Fall Session 

Instructor 

9:00 AM to 10:00 AM 

Cheri Dzubak 

Cl ass Dates: 
Session 1 – September 8th 

Session 2- September 15th 

NO CLASS – September 22nd 

Session 3 – September 29th 

NO CLASS - October 6th 

Session 4 – October 13th 

Se ssion 5- October 20th 

Se ssion 6 – October 27th

Seion 7 –rd ss November 3 

NO CLASS - November 10th
(Veteran’s Day) 

Session 8 - November 17th 

*Bring your own yoga mat 

Pre-Registration Required
Call the Senior Center at
(609) 844 -7048 to Register 

For Lawrence Residents 60+ years 

Fee is Doubled for Non-Residents 

L ocation: Lawrence Community Center 
2 95 Eggerts Crossing Rd. Lawrence NJ 



Instructor: Glenn Swann 
At Lawrence Senior Center 

30 E. Darrah Lane, Lawrenceville, NJ 08648 

Mondays at 10:30 - 11:30 AM 

Lawrence Township Office on Aging 

TAI-CHI 
9 Week Fall Sessions: $27 

Session 1 – September 11th

Session 2 – September 18th

Session 3 – September 25th 

Session 4 – October 2nd 

NO CLASS October 9th 

Session 5 – October 16th 

Session 6 – October 23rd 

Session 7 – October 30th 

Session 8 – November 6th 

Session 9- November 13th 

To Pre-Register or For More Information 

Call (609) 844-7048 or Visit the Senior Center 

30 E. Darrah Lane 

































Sign up for Nixle alerts for Lawrence Township. 

Nixle keeps you up-to-date with relevant information from your local
public safety departments & schools. 

Or sign-up online to receive emails and phone calls
(It’s easy and anyone can join): Go to local.nixle.com/register/  

EMERGENCY ALERTS



We have a new E-Newsletter

Please visit our website to sign up:
https://www.lawrencetwp.com

Or call 609-844-7074
for sign-up assistance



Mercer County
Nutrition
Program

3 0  E .  D A R R A H  L A N E ,  L A W R E N C E  N J ,  0 8 6 4 8

Meals are served at the Lawrence Senior Center
Monday, Wednesday, Thursday, & Friday

The Mercer County Nutrition Program for Older
Adults offers warm meals served in settings
that bring people together for activities and

socialization.

Registration required & Transportation offered
to Lawrence residents 60+ years.

Mercer County Nutrition is a federally funded
program that encourages participants to make

a suggested donation of $1 per meal.

Please call Vanessa Banks at 
(609)-883-8085 
or Mercer County Nutrition at
 (609)-989-6650













157 373% TO $
 BILLION

LOOKING
AHEAD

Improving Our Vision for the Future

By 2050, without effective interventions: 

COST OF VISION
PROBLEMS

90
MILLION

Americans over
40 have vision and

eye problems

VISION & EYE PROBLEMS ARE
INCREASING AS AMERICA AGES

Cataracts 

Glaucoma 

Diabetic retinopathy 

Vision impairment & blindness 

Age-related macular degeneration 

87%

100%

72%

100%

150%

That’s more than

3in5



If you have any questions related to the Senior Connect,
please feel free to reach out to Natasha Pacera.

phone: 609-844-7048
email: npacera@lawrencetwp.com


